We will not review here the extensive empirical literature on the relationship of the structure of the family or internal family dynamics and crime. We note in brief that there appears to be no simple link between "broken homes" and delinquency and that the quality of parenting and the nature of child-rearing practices rather than simply the structure of the family are important variables to consider in understanding the origin of crime and in designing interventions with the family as the locus. Studies of family functions have examined marital relations, affectional ties between parents and child, and parental discipline and their relationship to delinquency but have failed to explore the interaction of these dimensions of family functioning (except McCord and McCord 1964). Studies of parental discipline have found that consistency of discipline and a sense that it is fair are related to nondelinquency; lax discipline and a lack of parental affection are associated with delinquency (see Rodman and Grams (1967) for a review and McCord (1979) for new data). Recent findings linking aggression (Eron 1980) and violence (White and Straus, in this volume) on the parts of parents and siblings with delinquency indicate the need for systematic research into family violence and consideration of ways of intervening to reduce it that may have the additional benefit of reducing crime. As White and Straus suggest, intervention strategies for use with children who have already "learned the lessons of violence at home" may need to alter the parents' techniques of managing problem children, change the rules governing exercise of social control in a family, and directly alter the child's behavior.
THE EFFECTS OF COMMUNITY CONTEXT AND FAMILY VARIABLES ON
DELINQUENCY
Johnstone (1978, 1980) looked at the family and delinquency in light of the relationships of different types of contranormative behavior to both the family functional and structural properties and to the wider social environment. He found that the influence of the family appears to vary with the type of norm violative behavior and with the community setting. Using a multilevel regression analysis of survey data, Johnstone found that the seriousness of the offense pattern was inversely related to the importance of the family in accounting for it. Weak family integration was predictive of status offenses, drug infractions, and minor property offenses but had virtually no power as a predictor of nonutilitarian violence or more serious delinquent offenses (larceny, robbery, and burglary), which appear to stem from pressures in the wider social environment. He suggests that where the external environment is relatively stable and secure, disrupted family conditions may more frequently generate delinquent outcomesdination would provide many in the development of intervention programs does not, however, necessarily guarantee adequateention and evaluation are designed conjointly.
